Norwegian Elkhound Notes 28" July 2025

I’'m certain that by now almost everyone will know of the dreadful upset at Leeds Show
when Jill Cowper had a sudden cardiac arrest just as she was being handed the BOB Card.
I've delayed these notes in the hopes that | could bring you some good news and I‘'m so
relieved to say | can. HUGE thanks to Lydia Brown who started CPR and mouth to mouth
immediately and the doctor, a lady in Bassets who dashed over to help. Thanks to them, Jill
survived and is now awake and talking to her daughters. She’s asking about her dogs, her car
and her wallet but has no recollection of what happened. She’s safely in Leeds general
Hospital and may hopefully be out of ICU today or tomorrow. It’s going to be a long recovery
but could have been so much worse if those people hadn’t leapt in immediately. I’'m sure
everyone in the breed sends their thanks. Thanks also go to our superb Elkhound Exhibitors
who sorted out her dogs and belongings. The dogs are each with their breeders. Elkhound
people are wonderful. Now lill, it’s a long slow recovery so do exactly what you are told. You
have everyone’s love and prayers.

It has brought to the fore a discussion about whether all showgrounds have defibrillators
and how to find the closest one and how to do CPR. All defibrillators are listed online on
defibfinder and the 999 call handlers should know the closest ones but it’s not a great
system. They can be listed on several different websites. Many of them are inside buildings
in case of theft or vandalism but many of those buildings are closed outside shop hours or at
weekends. The one at Harewood village is only available Monday to Thursday in a school. |
know of one shopkeeper who refused to allow a member of the public to use one. Two near
us are unavailable at night or weekends. I'm pleased to say that Corley Village Hall where we
hold our shows does have one on the premises.

Most large events like the London Marathon or Chelsea Flower Show have trained first
aiders who carry them but do all dog shows? They aren’t cheap and must be maintained but
at least there ought to be a first aider who is trained in CPR. | know it’s like shutting the
stable door after the horse has bolted but it does need consideration. | heard there were
two more similar incidents at Leeds not long after Jill’s. | pray those people are also ok.

Compared to what happened to Jill, the show results barely seem important but she will
want to see them in print just as much as those who were showing

I know Jill will be delighted that Ch Graythor Augustus took another BOB and was shortlisted
in the Group, ably handled by Sophie to enormous applause. Reserve DCC was Treena’s
Bowerhinton Bassanio. BCC also went to Treena with Bowerhinton Blackbird; her third
making her a Champion. Congratulations. Reserve bitch CC was the Threadgolds’ Laakso
Katja who is winning so well just now. Best Puppy was Maggie and Sally’s Kamgaard Kariad
and the Gilberts’ Rothenborg Nanya For Balsemasi was Best Veteran.

If 've missed any news, | apologise but my mind’s been elsewhere worrying about Jill and
her sister Pam who isn’t well. Sending masses of good wishes for an uneventful recovery to
both of them and hugs to Alex and Britt, Jill’s daughters.
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