Norwegian Elkhound Notes August 31 2025

I’'m holding off posting these notes as I’'m hoping for news about the Elkhound Fun Day from Roving
Reporter Cathrin Saint once she recovers from the weekend and members will very likely also get
one of Wendy Sharman’s wonderful bulletins.

There was one Show this week without CCs. City of Birmingham was on 29th August 2025 with Mr
Keith Thornton judging the breed. Treena Maun’s Ch Bowerhinton Bassanio was Best Dog and BOB
with Vanessa McHugh’s Kamgaard Kloudberry Jam For Conrick winning Res Best Dog. Best Bitch
went to Sally Simmonds’ and Maggie Mott’s UK Am Ch Kamgaard Klementina and Pauline Clark’s
Bowerhinton Bowtruckle Rollssupreme was Res Best Bitch and Best Junior. Best Puppy was the
Stephensons’ Kamgaard Kyffin For Brawdor who also came 3™ in a big Puppy Stakes class and Best
Veteran went to Gilbert’s Rothenborg Nanya For Balsemasi.

Barbara Barganska sent me details of most of the Munster Circuit that she attended. It’s so good to
see that the number of exhibitors is increasing over there. Several new pups out from
Graythor/Cnocanoir and Seasara breeding.

At Clonmel Barbara won Green star and BOB with Barbelka Dauntless Spirit and res BOB was
McKittrick’s Graythor Loves the Elara at Cnocanoir. Dauntless Spirit was shortlisted in the Group.
At Killarney, Dog Green star and Res BOB was won by Cnocanoir An Goban Saor out of Puppy Dog
and owned by Theresa McKittrick . Reserve dog Green star went to Treadwells’ Barbelka Demon
Dancer. The bitch results, BOB and Res BOB were the same as at Clonmel.

The next Show was Tralee where BOB was again Barbelka Dauntless Spirit with Res BOB going to
Cnocanoir An Goban Saor. Res Green star bitch was Sarah McMahon's Frigg Pride of North via
Seasara. Barbara’s mother and daughter pair were 2nd in Brace stakes at Limerick and Won them at
Tralee. Congratulations all.

Wendy Threadgold has been supporting Open Shows again and sent me two results. At Horley
Canine Assoc, there was a 2nd in Special Yearling for Laakso Katja then 1st in Open & RBOB for Ch
Norvin Joyeux Noel. At South West Essex Canine Society. There was 1st in AVNSC Hound Junior for
Laakso Katja and 1st in Open AV Hound for Darcy. Well done. AV entries may just persuade shows to
put on breed classes.

This weekend was also the Elkhound Fun Day organised by Nicola and Elaine. We at last have some
much-needed rain although, unfortunately, that didn’t bode too well for the Fun Day. The order of
proceedings was changed in case rain started but luckily it didn’t. | hope it didn’t put people off going
as there’s lots of indoor space at the venue. The theme was breeding, showing & handling so Elaine
sent me photos of two fabulous large boards of photos she’d made which show Elkhounds and
Breeders over the past 100 years. This is a wonderful idea and a chance for those newer to the breed
to see where and what their own dogs came from. No one can breed without understanding their
own dogs’ ancestors; what they were bred to and what breed traits came out strongest in those
breedings. You can’t simply breed to the top winner or to a dog just because you fancy the look of it,
you need to know what it came out of and whether it carries traits you perhaps don’t like. Olav
Campbell in his Tallo book, said to “beware of concentrating on fads when breeding as this is the
quickest way to change a breed”. In more than 60 years in the breed I've seen several “fads” come
and go. Size has varied; colour has changed and become paler then more defined again, ears in



particular, which are terribly difficult to correct, have gone from the wonderful neat strong ears of
the past to many being much bigger with thinner leathers and set wider apart. | hope that people
looked at Elaine’s board of breeders and saw the litter where every pup had its ears up. That photo
was taken at just 5 weeks old. We see some litters now with big, floppy ears that don’t go up until 8
to 12 weeks old. But it’s not just about ears or size or colour or tail set. It’s about all of those parts
together making a well-balanced dog that matches the standard. People need to look critically at
their own dogs, see what needs to be corrected and breed to those dogs whose ancestors produced
the better parts consistently. Genetics are complicated and can often produce throwbacks to things
you don’t want and you can’t guess at that without knowing what came before.

| hope everyone had a wonderful weekend and learned a lot from it.

Here now is a report on the day with many thanks to Cathrin Saint.

”To open the day Donna Preston read out a letter from Nicola Callow who was unable to attend.
Market Harborough & District Canine Society were there with David Parks and a colleague who, with
their two rescue dogs, gave a talk on training and the RKC Good Citizens Scheme with a Q&A session
after.

Alan Hodkinson came along for the day driven there by Katherine and Mel and as a special surprise
his 2 dogs were there to greet him; they had not seen each other for a year. Jura and Braggi were
very pleased to see Alan and Alan was over the moon at this surprise.

Due to the uncertain weather, the programme was changed around and the fun dog show was held
before lunch with the biggest group being the most handsome boy with 11 dogs 'fighting' it out for
top honours. The classes were Puppy, Prettiest Girl, Most Handsome boy, Best Rescue and Best
Veteran (The dog that won was one of Alan’s and the other won best rescue.)

After the fun classes we had a break for lunch and then went back inside for a talk on breeding and
showing with Treena, Tanja and Katherine which went down very well and was well attended, with a
lot of laughs at some of the answers to the questions asked.

Will did a quick display of dog showing and what not to wear for a show was talked about, no long
flowing clothing that can flap in a dog’s face, no black trousers, clean footwear and definitely no

ripped jeans!

After the talk ended we went outside for the sausage racing with which both the owners and the
dogs had great fun.”  Cathrin Saint.

Diana Hudson (norderhove@gmail.com)



