
Norwegian Elkhound Notes 26th April 2026 
 
I hope everyone’s enjoying the sunshine. Perfect weather for shows.  There was a very small entry of 
just 2 at WELKS where we don’t now even have classes. Winning AVNSC PG Dog was the 
Stephensons’  Kamgaard Kyffin for Brawdor, while Jill Cowper’s and Barbara Stokes’ Bowerhinton 
Bonny Beth at Rothenborg won AVNSC Junior Bitch and Res Best AVNSC Bitch overall. The AVNSC 
Judge was Graham Hill. 
 
Margaret HamneQ’s funeral was held last Thursday. It was a small and simple service in a liQle local 
church and then Margaret was cremated.  There were no flowers, only from Anne on her casket and 
then people were invited to go back to Anne's for refreshments. If anyone would like to send 
donaTons Margaret requested that they go to Guide Dogs for the Blind. 
 
I was very pleased to read this week that the BVA has updated its recommendaTons on neutering of 
dogs saying “Key recommendaTons include an emphasis on a contextualised approach to individual 
animals, a case-by-case assessment of whether neutering would benefit male dogs, and a shiZ away 
from early neutering for both male and female dogs.” 
The main comments were 

1. Spaying is generally recommended for female dogs due to the health and welfare impacts of 
pregnancy and whelping, and the risks of uterine and ovarian condiTons later in life. 

2. Depending on the breed and expected age at maturity, female dogs should be spayed 
between twelve and twenty-three months of age unless they are intended for breeding. 

3. CastraTon in male dogs is complex and should be assessed case-by-case in the context of the 
breed and lifestyle of the dog. If the decision is made to neuter, medical or surgical castraTon 
should not be carried out before physical maturity for the breed, unless there is a compelling 
contextual reason for doing so. 

4. Vets should have a careful discussion with the owner to ensure the implicaTons of both 
medical and surgical neutering are fully understood before a decision is taken to proceed. 
 

While I ‘m sure most people reading this would disagree with spaying at all except for medical 
reasons, the decision to not spay before full maturity can only be good. I’ve had many years of 
arguments with my own vets who have always tried to persuade owners to neuter their dogs at 
around 4 months old before their first season. That’s FAR too young. We live in an area where the 
vast majority of dogs are from backyard breedings and are not very well looked aZer, so I understand 
my vets’ reasoning but don’t agree with it. As for neutering males, I have never been able to see a 
reason for it. 
There is sTll   no absolutely clear advice about travel with dogs to the EU. The transport companies 
give varying advice making things more confusing. P&O say they will check that every dog has an 
AHC while BriQany Ferries say that the old Pet Passport will sTll be allowed for a while and 
Eurotunnel also say pet passports may sTll be legal for a while and Irish Ferries had no clear advice. 
Whatever the final ruling, it’s likely to be re assessed in a couple of years anyway. The statement 
from the Government says everyone must have an AHC even if they also have a pet passport and if 
so, they should carry both.  
Good news at last. I got the 2024 Journal off to the Printer today. Many thanks to Karen and Cathrin 
for all their work and especially to Vanessa who did hours of proof reading so soon aZer her eye 
operaTon. 
I’ve just read news today of what is possibly the world’s oldest dog.  Lazare, a Papillon in the French 
Alps is   30 years old, proven by his microchip and registraTon with the French Kennel Club was born 
on December 4, 1995. How old was your oldest Elkhound? Mine was 17. 
 
Diana Hudson (norderhove@gmail.com  

mailto:norderhove@gmail.com

