Norwegian Elkhound Notes 1% June 2026

| hope everyone’s stopped melting by now. What an unusually hot week for May. It’s been even
hotter in France and Germany. | hope you’ve all managed to keep your dogs cool although a few of
them seem to love lying in the sun. I've kept mine indoors most of the time but she still follows the
sun around the house and lies in it but when it’s really hot, she barely leaves her cool mat. We now
have 3; two downstairs and one upstairs that I've been known to steal for my own bed. They do
work!

There were quite a few people who braved the heat to go to Southern Counties. A decent entry for a
show where we don’t have CCs

Jane Paradise judged the breed. For Best dog she selected Jill Cowper’s Ch Graythor Augustus at
Rothenborg with Jill's Kamgaard Kross The Sea at Rothenborg taking Res Best Dog.

Best Bitch went to Wendy Threadgold’s Ch Norvin Joyeux Noel who also took Best Veteran and finally
Best of Breed. Res Best Bitch also went to Wendy with her youngster Laakso Katja and her day was
made even better on arrival home to find an email from the RKC awarding Katja her Junior Warrant.
Junior Warrant is difficult to get now and the points system is quite confusing so very well done. Best
Puppy went to Tanja Mortimer’s - Laakso Lumi and Special Beginner was won by Cockbill’s Cealdstan
Artistic Mystic.

There was some very bad news a couple of days ago that Barbara Stokes (Kestos) had had an
extremely bad fall and was in hospital needing a hip replacement and had also broken her femur.
Thankfully when the news appeared she’d just been allowed home. Her son looked after her
remaining dog while she was in hospital. | know how much she misses the shows and friends so
please do send your good wishes. I’'m sure she would be delighted. Get well soon Barbara. | hope
you have enough help.

Last week | said | would mention another itchy dog problem that always gets worse as the weather
gets warmer and that is Rabbit Mites (Cheyletiella Yasguri). These can cause intense itching in many
susceptible dogs and are impossible to detect actually on the dog. If you walk your dogs where there
is a large population of rabbits or if you have pet rabbits, your dogs are likely to get mites. They don’t
spread a disease but can cause bad skin problems. If your dog is itching badly for no apparent
reason, do check for rabbit mites; don’t assume it’s an allergy. Many, many years ago the treatment
was to soak them in a pink lotion of Alugan and we would often see slightly pink dogs at show if it
hadn’t been properly rinsed out. However, this was an organophosphate which has since been
banned. Not all dogs have an allergic reaction to the bites. When we had 5 dogs only 3 of them
would be scratching. The other 2 didn’t react. Obviously, you have to treat all the dogs to get rid of
them. Not all flea and tick treatments will kill rabbit mites and after Alugan was banned, very few
treatments were registered for the mites; so, get your vet to check with the manufacturers whether
their brand is licensed for use on rabbit mites. The way to identify whether your Itchy dog has mites
is to stand them on black paper or a black sheet and comb right to the skin with a flea comb. Then
get a powerful magnifying glass to look at what appears to be dandruff on the paper. Most will be
dead but you should be able to see legs protruding and if you are patient, you may see some
crawling. The common name for Cheyletiella Yasguri is walking dandruff. If you can’t tell, then your
vet needs to do a skin scrape and look at it under a microscope. This mite is highly contagious and
can spread quickly between rabbits, dogs, cats, and even humans. Myxomatosis decimated the
rabbit population for many years so mites were rare but now the population is pretty much back to
normal the mites proliferate and I’'m sure there will be pet owners who have never even heard of the
mites.

An announcement was made this week that EU has adopted Europe-wide welfare rules for cats and
dogs which means that breeders, sellers, shelters, and online platforms will face stricter welfare and



identification requirements. Many of these rules will affect anyone buying or selling dogs from
Europe and holidaymakers. However, the rules are detailed and long so will have to wait for a week
when there’s no other news. If you would like a copy in the meantime, please email me.

The one bit of good news is that there has been a Europe wide agreement on taking your dog to
Europe so in 2027 we should be back to Pet Passports instead of the health certificates. Keep
everything crossed.

June is a very busy month for shows with Three Counties, (no CCs Laura Stephenson) Border Union
(No classes, AVH only), Blackpool (No CCs, Tom Mather) and Windsor (Karen Gold) so wherever you
may have entered, travel safely.
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