
Norwegian Elkhound Notes 28th June 2026 

 

Such a tragedy for Windsor being forced to cancel because of the excessive heat but   a    very wise 
decision. Not just for the safety of the dogs but of all those people working all day on the 
showground; stewards, officials and judges. Luckily our judge elect, Karen Gold hadn’t travelled all 
the way down and was able to find a lovely campsite for several days’ holiday. It of course means 
huge a financial loss for the society and for all the trade stand holders and caterers. It’s to be hoped 
they can survive the cancellaGon. Windsor has long been a favourite show for so many people 
especially with its very special locaGon. Many older exhibitors will remember the year the Queen 
herself sent a message to the show saying that she’d ordered her Ghillies to remove the waJles from 
the river’s edge so people could let their dogs into the river to cool down. In Elkhounds, thet was the 
year Gill Bingham cut   down her jeans and dived into the river too and for me personally,  two 
events; one when our dogs  found a wasp’s nest and had to be rushed  to the vet with wasps crawling 
through their coats,(we were picking dead wasps out of the car for weeks aNer) then when, whilst 
we were walking the dogs along the river aNer the show one year, , a lovely lady in a headscarf 
appeared under a bridge and started chaPng about the show and asking if  we’d won. We only 
realised who she was when her own corgis appeared. 

The schedule is now on Fosse Data for the NECGB Open Show on Sunday 27th September. The judge 
is Claire Boggia and the show is once again at Corley Village Hall. The NEAS Championship show is in 
October with Tanja MorGmer judging. Schedules due out soon. Midland CounGes schedule is already 
out. There, the judge awarding CCs for the first Gme is Kath Tress. 

I don’t think there’s anyone who hasn’t welcomed a return to more manageable temperatures. We 
certainly have, no more flying things coming through the windows like the recent Elephant Hawk 
Moth which was enormous.  Those who have had the breed for a long Gme know how to keep their 
dogs cool and safe but in case you have your first Elkhound, you may have wondered how to manage 
that with such dense coats. I’m afraid this is a week too late but may help next Gme. Most 
importantly do not ever be tempted to shave them.  The coat traps air and helps to insulate them. 
Walk them only very early in the day just for a toilet break rather than for exercise. Most will choose 
not to even have a walk. They know best and certainly no free running in the heat.   Vets recommend 
the 7 second rule. Hold your hand on the pavement for 7 seconds. If it’s too hot for your hand, it’s 
going to burn your dog’s feet. Dogs can only sweat through their pads which is not enough to cool 
their body so they pant instead. Heavy panGng and bright red gums are a sign of heat stroke.  Do not 
cover their coats with wet towels but give them wet towels to lie their tummies on. Provide lots of    
cool water and a fan to move the air around. Even a paddling pool or the spray nozzle from a hose 
can be welcome. Dog-Friendly Ice Lollies can be welcome. Make healthy homemade lollies by 
freezing dog-safe ingredients like dog-friendly peanut buJer, (no Xylitol), bananas, or a bit of plain, 
sugar-free yoghurt. But never give ice lollies if heat stroke is suspected. EaGng ice rapidly can cause 
their blood vessels to constrict and delay core body cooling. Cool mats work well and are made to 
work by the dog’s body pressure on them. My girl has never been off her mats, of which I have 
several around the house so she can choose the coolest room. Close curtains, open window and a 
fan with a bowl of iced water in front of it can help cool the air. If you suspect your dog has 
heatstroke, immediately soak their coat with cold water then phone your vet to warn them you are 
on your way. Keep cooling them while you travel to the vet. 



Of course, when the weather breaks, we oNen get thunderstorms so you need to be prepared and if 
your dog is afraid of storms, start them on whatever you use to calm them as soon as the warning is 
given, well before the storms arrive. 
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