Norwegian Elkhound Notes 6" September 2026

A reminder first; if you happen to have an adult female returned or know of one needing a
home, please do contact me. | have a very lonely gentleman desperately searching for
Elkhound company after losing both his wife and his dog. Very experienced with Elkhounds
but doesn’t want a puppy.

| received news last week from Wendy Threadgold just too late to add to last week’s notes.
She attended South West Essex Canine Society taking just Darcy. Wendy said “Ch Norvin
Joyeux Noel did so well. 1st in Open, she stood alone, but was then awarded BOB. She was
1st in AV Veteran and then went on to win Hound Group 2 in a great line up of lovely
Hounds. Plenty of life in my beautiful older lady yet.” Well done for supporting Open shows
where we have classes and a good win.

This weekend was City of Birmingham, where again we have no CCS. | guess the cost of living
is affecting a lot of people because the entry was the lowest | think I've ever seen for a CH
show. There were 11 entries with 3 absentees. Just two bitches were entered, one in
Veteran and one in Limit. The results were as follows.

Judge: Mr D Smith

BEST OF BREED : MAUN, Mrs T Ch Bowerhinton Bassanio

Best Dog : MAUN, Mrs T Ch Bowerhinton Bassanio

Res Best Dog : CALLOW, Ms N Whittimere Spexy Beast

Best Bitch : COWPER, Mrs J E & STOKES, Mrs Barbara Bowerhinton Bonny Beth At
Rothenborg

Res Best Bitch : CROXFORD, Mr T J Whittimere No Matter What

Best Puppy : CALLOW, Ms N Whittimere Spexy Beast

Best Veteran : CROXFORD, Mr T J Whittimere No Matter What

Best Junior : HUYNH, Mrs Sarah Laakso Moerketid

Best Special Beginner : HUYNH, Mrs Sarah Laakso Moerketid.

Nicola’s Spexy Beast then went on to win the Puppy Hound Group. Well done.

After a doctor’s visit myself this week, a serious illness that can affect both humans and
dogs was brought to mind. Lyme disease. Lyme wasn’t formally recognised in this country
until 1979 when two tests were developed which weren’t terribly reliable. Unfortunately, |
was bitten by a deer tick around 1973 while in America and had the typical bull’s eye rash. A
young dermatologist, just back from the USA, recognised the rash and ordered a test for me
but unfortunately it was done before antibodies had developed so the result was a false
negative so | was never treated. It’s now thought that | may be suffering the results of 50
years of untreated disease. | mention my experience because while | know most people
check their dogs for ticks, they maybe don’t check themselves. Both dogs and humans can
be infected by tick bites, and treated effectively with specific antibiotics. Infected deer ticks
transmit the Borrelia burgdorferi bacteria during a bite.

Here are the details for dogs.

Transmission time: The tick usually needs to feed on the dog for 24 to 48 hours to pass the bacteria.



Symptoms: Many dogs show no signs, but sick dogs often have a fever, low energy, and shifting leg
lameness (limping that moves from one leg to another). In humans the main sign is a rash in rings like
the bull’s eye on a dartboard.
Testing
Blood tests: Vets use antibody screening tools like the SNAP 4DX Plus test to check blood samples.
What the test shows: A positive result means your dog was exposed to the bacteria and carries
antibodies.
Diagnosis: Vets match the positive test result with your dog's physical symptoms and medical history
to confirm active illness.
Treatment
Antibiotics: The standard care is a 30-day course of antibiotics, with doxycycline being the top choice.
Supportive care: \Vets may prescribe anti-inflammatory medications or pain relievers to ease swollen,
painful joints.
Recovery: Most dogs improve quickly after starting medication, though healthy dogs that test
positive without any symptoms are generally not treated with antibiotics.
Local hotspots in our region include the Lake District, the Forest of Bowland, West Pennine Moors.
You can find the hotspots for your own area with a simple online search of “Hotspots for deer ticks”.
Several of the usual flea treatments don’t act on ticks. The tick needs to be on your dog for 24 to 48
hours to transmit the disease so they need a treatment which will kill the tick before that and it’s
imperative to check your dog after every walk and avoid locations where ticks are more likely to be.
Avoidance
Stick to the Paths: Ticks do not jump or fly; they use a behaviour called "questing" where they sit on
the tips of long grass or bracken and transfer onto your dog's fur as they brush past. Sticking to clear
gravel or dirt paths greatly minimizes contact. For humans, wear long socks and trousers.
Avoid the Bracken: Heavy fern and bracken beds are prime tick environments.
Maintenance: If you live near rural fringes where wildlife like deer or hedgehogs visit, keep lawns cut
short and clear away damp leaf piles to discourage ticks from settling in your garden.
After walk check
Even with preventative treatments, a manual check after every walk is essential. Run your hands
firmly over your dog's body to feel for small bumps. Focus heavily on these primary hiding spots:

1. Inside and behind the ears

2. Around the eyelids and muzzle

3. Under the collar and armpits

4. Between the toes and in the groin area
Removal: a proper tick remover costs pennies. Don’t use alcohol or try to burn them off

Untreated Lyme disease in dogs can lead to chronic, severe health problems including long-
term joint pain, permanent joint damage, and life-threatening kidney disease.

In humans, if left untreated, Lyme disease can spread through the body and cause severe,
long-lasting damage to the joints, nervous system, and heart. The most obvious sign of a bite
in humans is a bull’s eye rash but testing should not be done for at least 2 or 3 weeks to
allow the body to produce antibodies or you could get a false negative result.

Diana Hudson (norderhove@gmail.com)



