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Meet the Judge 

 

Breed Specialist Beth 
Benner was the surprise 
judge, unknown to all except 
Helen Tress, until Beth 
walked into the ring.


The Contest celebrated 30 
years of this annual event 
(Pearl Anniversary) and was 
held at Weston Hall Hotel, 
Bulkington, CV12 9RU.


………………………………


The Annual General 
Meeting 

The AGM was well attended 
and took place ahead of the 
Contest of Champions.  The 
AGM saw the retirement of 
our Hon Treasurer, Andy 
Friend, who was presented 
with a bottle of wine. Later in 
the day, the Committee co-
opted our former Treasurer, 
Stuart Byrne as acting 
Honorary Treasurer. Stuart’s 
contact details are:

Mr. Stuart Byrne

7 Dukes Field

Shepton Mallet

Somerset BA4 4DL

E-mail: 
vbyrnefamily@hotmail.co.uk


NORWEGIAN 
ELKHOUND BULLETIN

NECGB AGM & CONTEST 
21st February, 2026 

Champion of Champions

CH Graythor Augustus at Rothenborg


Owned by Jill Cowper and handled by 
Sarah Middleton
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Contest 21st February, 2026 Judge’s Critique

I would like to thank Helen Tress for giving me the privilege to judge the Norwegian Elkhound 
Club of Great Britain Contest 30th (Pearl) Anniversary 2026.  It was such an honour and I 
thoroughly enjoyed my day.  It was the first time I have ever managed to keep a secret for so 
long.


A huge congratulations to Helen and her team for all the hours of hard work they put in to 
making this a very successful event.  And wow, well done to Mel Hennessey and Kathrine Tress 
who designed and produced the catalogue.  It was outstanding and informative with the help of 
Vanessa McHugh’s research and facts from previous contests.  Well done to you all, you can 
rightly feel proud of your achievement.


Overall the temperament of all dogs was excellent.


It was lovely to get an opportunity to go over the Baby Puppies before they embark on their 
show careers.  I was impressed by how every one of them were full 
of confidence, and enjoying their time in the limelight.  


 PUPPY DOG WINNER 

& PUPPY OF THE YEAR

Stephenson’s KAMGAARD KYFFIN FOR BRAWDOR 
  
For one so young he stands with a wonderful relaxed posture. 
Strides out with confidence with a light smooth gait. Comes to a 
stance that shows good foot  
placement. Nice body shape to his outline, good tail set, clearly 
marked jacket in lovely condition. Nice shape and type of head, 
lovely dark eye and mask. A very bright future lays ahead for this 
young man.

 

PUPPY BITCH WINNER

 

Clark’s BOWERHINTON BOWTRUCKLE ROLLSUPREME

 

This young lady is only 19 months old and quite mature for her age. 
Lovely feminine head and dark eye. Looked sturdy and solidly built 
and hands on she did not disappoint.  Coat in lovely condition, clearly defined markings, and 
moved with a lovely gait.  Lost the puppy challenge as the puppy dog and handler were more in 
sync.


SPECIAL YEARLING BITCH WINNER & 

SPECIAL YEARLING OF THE YEAR 

  


Clarke’s BOWERHINTON BOWTRUCKLE ROLLSUPREME 
 - See Puppy Bitch 
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SPECIAL YEARLING DOG WINNER

Middleton’s GRAYTHOR BROADWAY

 

This young man has matured nicely since I last judged him.  A lovely natured boy, whose head is 
a nice wedged shape.  Dark eye, neat ears.  Correct shape and structure in appearance, nice 
shaped feet, coat with nice clear markings and colour. When settled, he stands nicely and shows

a specialised shape for his breed type.  He is in a good physical condition with correct muscle 
definition.  A credit to his owner.

 

SPECIAL BEGINNER DOG WINNER & 

SPECIAL BEGINNER OF THE YEAR    


 

Cuss’ NORVIN ORKLA

 

Nice natured boy.  Lovely temperament, well shaped head, dark 
ear, eye and mask.  Strong firm neck, good body proportion and 
has the bone required for his body size.  Has strength in his level 
topline and well set tail.  At times tends to stand a bit narrow in 
front and toes out.  Nice shaped feet.  Correct structure in 
hindquarters. Parallel when viewed from behind.  Nicely marked 
jacket and colour.  Took time to settle on the move and, once he 
did, he stopped pacing and moved with confidence. 

 


SPECIAL BEGINNER BITCH WINNER

 

Howland’s BOWERHINTON BETHECHANGE AT FJORDFEN

 

A happy feminine inquisitive young lady of 19 months, pretty head and adequate reach of neck, 
level topline, good tailset.  Pleasing outline and good length of leg.  Just at the teenage stage at 
the moment but has promise.  Today not coordinated a little on the move. Just a little more 
ringcraft training would benefit both.

 

 

STUD BOOK OF THE YEAR DOG WINNER & 
STUD BOOK OF THE YEAR 


 

Cowper’s KAMGAARD KROSS THE SEA AT ROTHENBERG 
   

 

What a showy, happy energetic male. Masculine head, good ruff 
and strong reach of neck, good topline, tail set and neat feet. A 
lovely front and rear angulation that shows reach and drive with 
no effort when he moves. Coat kept in good clean condition and 
clear grey colour.

 


STUD BOOK BITCH OF THE YEAR WINNER

 

Clark’s BOWERHINTON BOWTRUCKLE ROLLSUPREME

(See Puppy Bitch)
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VETERAN DOG OF THE YEAR WINNER

 

Simms’ CH SEASARA EARL GREY

 


One of my favourite classes.  As I have watched them 
develop from their early shows through the years to a 
veteran.

 

Have judged this young man a couple of times before and 
he is a credit to his owner. He is still very much a 
showman. From the moment he entered and left the ring 
he kept full attention with his handler at all times.  
Masculine well-proportioned dark head.  He has a 
compact shaped body of squareness with the right 
amount of bone, neat feet, nice clear markings and good 
colour to his jacket.

 

 


VETERAN BITCH OF THE YEAR & VETERAN OF THE YEAR 

Hennesey’s BOWERHINTON BOMBETTE VW 

This young lady of 10 years young is full of energy 
which belies her age.  She has a dignified show 
presence about her. Feminine head, has the correct 
length of neck and is in tip top body condition which 
shows in her movement that was free flowing with a 
lovely gait.She is a credit to her owner.

 ……………………………………………………………..

Space to explain a little more about the event 
There was an entry of 22 males and 28 females 
making 61 entries as a few qualify to enter more 
than 1 category

 The Challenges are:

Puppy of the year

Special beginner of the year

Special yearling of the year

Stud book of the year

Veteran dog of the year

Overall champion of champions


Two dogs of the same sex are called into the ring and 
are judged on a knock-out basis, the winner going 
forward. Once all the dogs in that category have been 
judged, the first prize winners return to the ring to 
challenge and this continues until the final pair are 
judged against each other for the title within their 
sexes followed by the winning dog and bitch in each 
category challenge for the overall title.

The organiser, Helen Tress and her trusty team did a 
super job, this being their first Contest.
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CHAMPION DOG OF THE YEAR & 

OVERALL CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS

 


Cowper’s CH GRAYTHOR AUGUSTUS OF 
ROTHENBERG

 


What can I say that’s not been said already.  He 
well deserved his title today.  Stands with a 
proud posture in the ring.  Sound skeletal frame 
that is square in profile, harmonised in his 
proportions, superb bone, neat feet, and good 
wedge head with correct ear set.  Coat in 
excellent condition with good colour and 
markings.  Lovely free gait that is sound.  
Handled well to gain maximum result as a 
partnership. What a credit he is to both his 
breeder and exhibitor.





 


© 2026 Naraena all rights reserved 7

CHAMPION BITCH OF THE YEAR

 

Tyson’s CH BOWERHINTON BRIGHT FLAME 
AT STARCEYLON JW

 


This duo work excellently together.  Nice 
feminine head with a sweet alert expression and 
pays attention to her handler at all times.  Good 
overall type.  Athletic in her body condition, nice 
tightly curled tail, neat feet and moves with an 
energetic free stride.  Clearly marked jacket with 
good colour, Well-deserved her placing.


Beth Benner (Judge) 

Photos kindly supplied by Nigel Benner


With thanks to Helen Tress and her team for an 
excellent day and very attractive and informative 
catalogue.

Local traders were invited to take a table at the 
Contest who kept exhibitors busy.


WS Mac Mini 2023

WS Mac Mini 2023
5
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Please remember to 
use the Club’s 
dedicated website 
where we are endeavouring 
to keep the news and 
information as up to date as 
possible  https://necgb.net/


The above 
e-Magazines are 
available to read on our 
website as flip-books. 
……………………………………………..


The 2024 Journal 
Due to a bereavement and 
computer problems this has 
unfortunately been delayed. It is 
nearing completion now and is 
being prepared for the printer. 

……………………………………………..


CRUFTS 2026 
Congratulations to BOB winner 
for the 3rd year running, Ch/Am 
Ch Kamgaard Klementina (Imp 
USA) owned and bred by Sally 
Simmonds & Maggie Mott. 

Breed Notes 
These are published weekly when information is available and 
written by Diana Hudson norderhove@gmail.com and you can 
find them on the Club’s website:


 https://necgb.net/Elkhound/breed-notes/breed-notes-2025


Breed Notes are also written weekly by Vanessa McHugh and 
published in Our Dogs Newspaper vanessa@conrick.co.uk and 
can be read at https://www.ourdogs.co.uk


Diana and Vanessa welcome your news by email please.


Hon. Treasurer 
Please check whether your subscriptions are up to date and 
the Club has your correct address details and, of major 
importance, have notified our Secretary of your current email 
address. Due to the cost of postage, the Club has had to enter 
the 21st Century and use email for communication with our 
members. The Journal will continue to be sent by post. 


Please note our new Hon. Treasurer’s name & address on 
the front page of this Bulletin. 

Please remember to save your dog’s 
groomings to send to Chiora free of charge. 
Please keep them in a cardboard box or paper sack and apply 
to Chiora for a prepaid label to send to them. Details can be 
found on the Club’s website under “general news”. This is 
requested for their research into double coated breeds.

Thank you. 


FIND THE CLUB ON FACEBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/219133592002751


  VISIT THE CLUB’S  WEBSITE: 

https://necgb.net/ 

COMING SOON - THE CLUB’S CHAMPIONSHIP 

 SHOW ON 19th APRIL 2026 AT CORLEY

https://necgb.net/
mailto:norderhove@gmail.com
https://necgb.net/Elkhound/breed-notes/breed-notes-2025
mailto:vanessa@conrick.co.uk
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